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               he St. Vincent de Paul of Alameda County Seldom Seen 
Acting Company (SSAC) is comprised of a group of homeless 
adults who utilize theater to express their real life experiences and 
struggles with homelessness.

The Company first formed in June of 2005, when                                       
a group of  homeless men began meeting each Friday at the 
St. Vincent de Paul 
of Alameda County 
Champion Guidance 
Center for Men.  They 
met to read and discuss 
the plays   of William 
Shakespeare.  Since 
that time the Company 
has created and per-
formed four different 
plays which have 
depicted the actors’ 
personal thoughts, feel-
ings, experiences and 
struggles with being 
homeless.  

Led by Donna Foley, 
Director of the Seldom 
Seen Acting Company, 
the actors were able to 
transform their experi-
ences with homeless-
ness into words, poems, 
actions and songs to 
teach the community 
about what it truly 
means to be homeless 
and live life on the streets.  
Donna says, “The Bay Area is rich in the performing arts. And it has 
services for the poor. The Seldom Seen Acting Company is unique 
in the way it brings the two together. This is where the homeless 
perform their own stories. Our role is to listen and respond."

Just recently the Seldom Seen Acting Company held two perfor-
mances at the SVdP Community Center.  “Now You Know” 

debuted September 26th in front of an eager audience. After a 
thorough question and answer period with the actors, audience 
members were taken on a tour of SVdP Downtown Service Center 
- The Free Dining Room, Visitation Center for Women and Children 
and Champion Guidance Center for Men. In addition, visitors    
were introduced for the first time to the new Kitchen of Champions 
Culinary Program, an educational employment program designed 

to put homeless men  
and women back on 
their feet.

Through theatre the 
actors are reminded of 
where they've been and 
where they’re going.  
Dennis Forrester, SSAC 
actor, says, “This play has 
taught me to better 
myself; that all things are 
possible.”

Support for this project 
has come primarily      
from individual donations 
and donations received 
through the actors' per-
formances. Most of the 
money donated to the 
project goes directly       
to the actors to help 
them with basics, such   
as food, housing and 
clothing. Your support to 
this program is greatly 
welcomed. 

To schedule a performance at your school, business or organiza-
tion or to attend a performance onsite at St. Vincent de Paul, 
please contact Laurette Dulkie, Development and Comunica-
tions Associate at 510-636-4261.

To donate to this program, please contact the SVdP Develop-
ment Department at 510-636-4255.
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St. Vincent de Paul of Alameda County served:

21,588 
Hot, Nutritious Meals Served From our Free Dining Room

428
Champion Workforce Workers

St. Vincent de Paul of Alameda County saw:

1096
Homeless and Low-income Women and Children 

in our Visitation Center 

30
Homeless and Very Low-income Clients in our Clinics

1252
Homeless Men in our Champion Guidance Center

St. Vincent de Paul of Alameda County dispensed:

$36,000 Donated Food 
Distributed from our Food Locker to Those in Need

We couldn’t do this without you!  

Senior Thursday
Every Thursday 30% discount

(Excludes mattresses, new furniture, Henry's furniture)

Books & Clothing Saturday
Every Saturday 30% discount

Sale on books and clothing items only

Books & Household Tuesday
Every Tuesday 30% discount

Sale on books & miscellaneous items only

Used Furniture Week
Last week of month (M-Su) 30% discount

Sale on used furniture only (excludes Henry's furniture)

Seldom Seen Acting Company

Thanks To Your Support in August 2007
SVdP Thrift Stores are having the 

following on-going sales:

The Holidays 
            Are Here!
�is holiday consider giving a 

donation in honor or memory 

of a loved one.  Send in your donation 

with the name and address of the person 

you would like to receive an acknowledgement.  

We will kindly send them a card.  For more 

information please call 510-636-4261.

�e Visitation Center is in need of new 

clothes for children for our holiday giveaway.  

To donate new children’s clothing (all sizes 

needed), please contact Reuben Garza, 

Director of Special Works, at 510-877-9238.
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Food Reclamation: Jerry Ratti 
510-636-4250

Free Dining Room: Jonas Williams
510-451-7676

Visitation Center: Derrick Ross
510-444-3790

Champion Guidance Center: 
Derrick Ross
510-877-9218
 
Champion Workforce: Harry McCray
510-877-9236

Store Contact Info:
Alameda Store

2315 Lincoln Avenue
Alameda, CA 94501 

(510) 865-1109

Fremont Store
3777 Decoto Rd.

Fremont, CA 94536 
(510) 792-3711

Livermore Store 
1817 West 2nd Street 
Livermore, CA 94550  

(925) 455-1104

Outlet Center Store 
9235 San Leandro Street 

Oakland, CA 94603 
(510) 636-4252
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Seldom Seen Acting Company Teaches Community 
About Homelessness Through Theatre
Homeless Adults Educate and Inspire Through Self�Expression




